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Headlines

More birds appear on the Welsh Red list than ever before.

Kittiwakes and whinchats have jumped from the Green list to
the Red list, highlighting the pressures on some of our breeding
seabirds and upland birds.

The kittiwake joins species such as the Arctic tern and puffin on
the growing list of seabirds of conservation concern in Wales.
In global terms, they are amongst the UK's most important
birdlife, with Wales supporting significant breeding colonies.

The number of long-distance migrants on the Red list, particularly
those that winter in sub-Saharan Africa and specifically the humid
tropics, continues to grow. The whinchat has joined species such
as the pied flycatcher, cuckoo and wood warbler on the Red list.

Woodland birds remain a major conservation concern, with nine
woodland species now on the Welsh Red list. Wales holds more
than a third of the UK's upland oak woodland habitat, home to
significant proportions of the UK breeding populations of declining
species such as the pied flycatcher and wood warbler.

Climate change may be having a negative impact on some of our
red-listed birds, by disrupting food chains for seabirds; shifting the
suitable climate space for terrestrial species at the south-western
edge of their UK/European breeding range; and affecting migrants
throughout their flyways.

There are more birds of uplands and upland margins (including
ffridd/coedcae) on the Red list than of any other habitat.
Whinchats, merlins and long-eared owls are the latest additions.

Assessment at a Welsh level has highlighted key differences
between the state of some species in \Wales compared to the
UK. For example, golden plovers and choughs appear on the
Green list at the UK level, but are Red and Amber-listed in
Wales, respectively.

e Overall, the status of more species has declined in Wales than
improved since the last assessment in 2010. Two species have
moved from the Green to Red list and a further nine have moved
from the Amber to Red list. By contrast, three species moved
from Red to Amber, 17 moved from Amber to Green and no
species moved from Red to Green.

e Although only small, the net increase in the Green list is good
news. However it is worth noting that seven of the 20 species
that moved to the Green list did so because of revisions to the
European priority species lists, but five were due to genuine
improvements in their numbers.

e The BoCCWa3 review demonstrates that a significant number of
Welsh birds are declining and more species are being added to the
Red list than being removed. Though some common Green list
species may be benefiting from climate change (such as the coal
tit, garden warbler and mute swan), few birds continue to improve
in status without focused conservation action. One success is
the red kite. Once on the brink of extinction in the UK, targeted
action by conservation organisations and dedicated volunteers has
secured a dramatic recovery.
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Birds of Conservation Concern in Wales 3 (BoCCW3)

The UK is home to a diverse The bird species that breed 100%

range of species and the or overwinter in Wales were - . .
conservation status of these assessed against a set of
species often varies across objective criteria to be placed 80%

different regions. That's why the  onto either the Green, Amber or 5 Not listed
UK's leading bird conservation Red list, indicating an increasing o

organisations have worked level of conservation concern. 60% H Red

with Natural Resources Wales Amber
(NRW) to review the status of The review used up-to-date 40%

birds in Wales. This country information on the status of birds B Green
review complements the recently  in Wales, the UK and elsewhere

published Birds of Conservation in their ranges, drawing on data 100%

Concern 4, which covers the collated through established bird

whole of the UK. monitoring schemes and citizen

science initiatives. 09

BoCCW1 BoCCW2 BoCCW3 BoCC4(UK)

BOCCW3 Red Iist (2002) (2009) (2016) (2015)

Whitethroat
Grasshopper warbler
Starling

Ring ouzel

Spoted flycatcher
Pied flycatcher
Whinchat

Grey partridge Redshank @ Lesser spotted woodpecker Tree sparrow

Balearic shearwater Woodcock @ Kestrel Yellow wagtail

Bulfinch
Hen harrier Little tern Willow tit Linnet

Slavonian grebe ?

Corncrake Roseate tern

Marsh tit Yellowhammer

Golden plover Arctic tern Wood warbler Corn bunting

Groy plover Willow warbler

a — species on the Amber list previously (BoCCW2), g - species on the Green list previously (BoCCW2)

Focusing at a Welsh level, the
quantitative criteria assessed the
historical and more recent trends
in the population and range

of each species, as well as its
current population size, localised
distribution and international
importance. The UK, European
and global conservation status
of each species was also
considered in the assessment.

A total of 213 species were
considered, compared to 247
species at the UK level (this
higher number includes species
that are not established in
Wales). Of those 213 species,
there are 55 on the Red list, 89
on the Amber list and 69 on

the Green list. The Red list has
grown by 12 since the last review
in 2009, but three previously
Red-listed species have been
moved to the Amber list.

The figure on the previous page
shows how the Red, Amber and
Green lists have changed since
the previous assessments in
2002 and 2009 (BoCCW!1 and
BoCCW?2), as well as comparing
the same species with the
current UK level (BoCCUK4).
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r — species on the Red list previously (BoCCW?2), g - species on the Green list previously (BoCCW?2)
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