
Key findings
•	Overall, the status of more species has declined in Wales than 

improved since the last assessment in 2010. Two species have 
moved from the Green to Red list and a further nine have moved 
from the Amber to Red list. By contrast, three species moved 
from Red to Amber, 17 moved from Amber to Green and no 
species moved from Red to Green. 

•	Although only small, the net increase in the Green list is good 
news. However it is worth noting that seven of the 20 species 
that moved to the Green list did so because of revisions to the 
European priority species lists, but five were due to genuine 
improvements in their numbers. 

•	The BoCCW3 review demonstrates that a significant number of 
Welsh birds are declining and more species are being added to the 
Red list than being removed. Though some common Green list 
species may be benefitting from climate change (such as the coal 
tit, garden warbler and mute swan), few birds continue to improve 
in status without focused conservation action. One exception is 
the red kite. Once on the brink of extinction in the UK, targeted 
action by conservation organisations and dedicated volunteers has 
secured a dramatic recovery.

Partners: 

• 	More birds appear on the Welsh Red List than ever before.

•	Kittiwakes and whinchats have jumped from the Green list to 
the Red list, highlighting the pressures on some of our breeding 
seabirds and upland birds.

•	The kittiwake joins species such as the Arctic tern and puffin on 
the growing list of seabirds of conservation concern in Wales.  
In global terms, they are amongst the UK’s most important 
birdlife, with Wales supporting significant breeding colonies. 

•	The number of long-distance migrants on the Red list, particularly 
those that winter in sub-Saharan Africa and specifically the humid 
tropics, continues to grow. The whinchat has joined species such 
as the pied flycatcher, cuckoo and wood warbler on the Red list.

•	Climate change may be having a negative impact on some of our 
red-listed birds, by disrupting food chains for seabirds; shifting the 
suitable climate space for terrestrial species at the south-western 
edge of their UK/European breeding range; and affecting migrants 
throughout their flyways.  

•	There are more birds of uplands and upland margins (including 
ffridd/coedcae) on the Red list than of any other habitat. 
Whinchats, merlins and long-eared owls are the latest additions. 

•	Wales holds more than a third of the UK’s native broadleaved 
woodland habitats and woodland birds remain a major 
conservation concern. Twelve farmland species remain on t≈e  
Red list and some, such as the turtle dove and corn bunting,  
are no longer breeding regularly in Wales.

•	Assessment at a Welsh level has highlighted key differences 
between the state of some species in Wales compared to the  
UK. For example, golden plovers and choughs appear on the 
Green list at the UK level, but are Red- and Amber-listed listed  
in Wales, respectively.c c c Birds of Conservation Concern in Wales
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Headlines
•	 Overall, the status of more species has declined in Wales than 

improved since the last assessment in 2010. Two species have 
moved from the Green to Red list and a further nine have moved 
from the Amber to Red list. By contrast, three species moved 
from Red to Amber, 17 moved from Amber to Green and no 
species moved from Red to Green. 

•	 Although only small, the net increase in the Green list is good 
news. However it is worth noting that seven of the 20 species 
that moved to the Green list did so because of revisions to the 
European priority species lists, but five were due to genuine 
improvements in their numbers. 

•	 The BoCCW3 review demonstrates that a significant number of 
Welsh birds are declining and more species are being added to the 
Red list than being removed. Though some common Green list 
species may be benefiting from climate change (such as the coal 
tit, garden warbler and mute swan), few birds continue to improve 
in status without focused conservation action. One success is 
the red kite. Once on the brink of extinction in the UK, targeted 
action by conservation organisations and dedicated volunteers has 
secured a dramatic recovery.

Partners: 

• 	 More birds appear on the Welsh Red list than ever before.

•	 Kittiwakes and whinchats have jumped from the Green list to 
the Red list, highlighting the pressures on some of our breeding 
seabirds and upland birds.

•	 The kittiwake joins species such as the Arctic tern and puffin on 
the growing list of seabirds of conservation concern in Wales.  
In global terms, they are amongst the UK’s most important 
birdlife, with Wales supporting significant breeding colonies. 

•	 The number of long-distance migrants on the Red list, particularly 
those that winter in sub-Saharan Africa and specifically the humid 
tropics, continues to grow. The whinchat has joined species such 
as the pied flycatcher, cuckoo and wood warbler on the Red list.

•	 Woodland birds remain a major conservation concern, with nine 
woodland species now on the Welsh Red list. Wales holds more 
than a third of the UK’s upland oak woodland habitat, home to 
significant proportions of the UK breeding populations of declining 
species such as the pied flycatcher and wood warbler.

•	 Climate change may be having a negative impact on some of our 
red-listed birds, by disrupting food chains for seabirds; shifting the 
suitable climate space for terrestrial species at the south-western 
edge of their UK/European breeding range; and affecting migrants 
throughout their flyways.  

•	 There are more birds of uplands and upland margins (including 
ffridd/coedcae) on the Red list than of any other habitat. 
Whinchats, merlins and long-eared owls are the latest additions. 

•	 Assessment at a Welsh level has highlighted key differences 
between the state of some species in Wales compared to the  
UK. For example, golden plovers and choughs appear on the 
Green list at the UK level, but are Red and Amber-listed in  
Wales, respectively.
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Penawdau
yn 2010. Symudodd dwy rywogaeth o Wyrdd i Goch a naw 
rhywogaeth arall yn symud o Ambr i Goch. Drwyddo draw, 
symudodd tair rhywogaeth o Goch i Ambr, symudodd 17 
rhywogaeth o Ambr i Wyrdd ac ni symudodd yr un rhywogaeth  
o Goch i Wyrdd. 

•	Er yn fychan, mae cynnydd net yn y rhestr Werdd yn newyddion 
da. Er hyn, mae angen nodi symudiad saith o’r 20 rhywogaeth 
i Wyrdd o ganlyniad i’r rhestrau diwygiedig o rywogaethau 
Ewropeaidd â blaenoriaeth, ond cafwyd gwir gynnydd yn 
niferoedd pum rhywogaeth.

•	Dengys yr adolygiad bod nifer sylweddol o adar Cymru’n prinhau 
a bod mwy o rywogaethau’n cael eu hychwanegu at y rhestr 
Goch nag yn cael eu tynnu oddi arni. Er bod rhai rhywogaethau’r 
rhestr werdd yn elwa efallai o ganlyniad newid hinsawdd (megis 
y titw penddu, telor yr ardd a’r alarch dof), ond ychydig sydd wedi 
parhau i wella heb ffocws pendant ar weithredu cadwraethol. Un 
llwyddiant yw’r barcud. Ar fin diflannu o’r tir yn y DU ar un pryd, 
mae gweithredu targedol gan gyrff cadwraethol a gwirfoddolwyr 
ymroddedig wedi sicrhau adferiad trawiadol, a fyddai wedi ei roi ar 
y restr werdd oni bai am pwysigrwydd y boblogaeth yng Nghymru 
o fewn Ewrop.

Partneriaid:  

• 	Mae mwy o rywogaethau ar restr Goch Cymru nag erioed o’r blaen. 
•	Mae’r wylan goesddu a chrec yr eithin wedi neidio o Wyrdd i 

Goch sy’n amlygu’r pwysau ar rai o’n rhywogaethau adar môr a’n 
rhywogaethau’r ucheldir. 

•	Mae’r wylan goesddu yn ymuno â rhywogaethau fel môr-wennol 
y Gogledd a phâl yr Atlantig ar y rhestr gynyddol o adar môr o’r 
pryder cadwraethol mwyaf yng Nghymru. Yn fyd-eang maen nhw 
ymysg adar pwysicaf y DU, gan fod Cymru’n cynnal nythfeydd 
magu sylweddol. 

•	Mae’r nifer o ymfudwyr sy’n teithio ymhell ar y rhestr Goch, yn 
enwedig y rhai sy’n gaeafu yn Affrica is-Sahara ac yn fwy penodol 
yn y trofannau llaith, yn parhau i gynyddu. Mae chrec yr eithin yn 
ymuno â rhywogaethau megis y gwybedog brith, y gog gyffredin 
a thelor y coed ar y rhestr Goch. 

•	Mae adar coetir yn parhau i fod yn bryder cadwraethol enfawr, 
gyda naw o rywogaethau coetir yn awr ar y rhestr Goch yng 
Nghymru. Mae Cymru yn dal mwy na thraean o gynefin coetir 
derw’r ucheldir y DU, sy’n gartref i gyfrannau sylweddol 
poblogaethau bridio’r DU o rywogaethau fel y gwybedog brith a 
thelor y coed.  

•	Efallai bod newid hinsawdd yn cael effaith negyddol ar rai o’n 
hadar ar y rhestr Goch ac yn amharu ar gadwynau bwyd morol 
adar môr, yn symud lleoliad y gofod hinsawdd priodol ar gyfer 
rhywogaethau daearol ar gwr de orllewinol eu dosbarthiad  
nythu yn y DU/Ewrop, ac yn effeithio ar ymfudwyr ar hyd eu 
llwybrau hedfan. 

•	Mae mwy o adar yr ucheldir a chyrion yr ucheldir (yn cynnwys 
ffridd/coedcae) ar y rhestr Goch nag o unrhyw gynefin arall.  
Yr ychwanegiadau diweddaraf yw crec yr eithin, y cudyll bach  
a’r dylluan gorniog. 

•	Wrth asesu ar lefel Gymreig amlygwyd gwahaniaethau allweddol 
rhwng sefyllfa rhai rhywogaethau yng Nghymru o’u cymharu â’r 
DU. Er bod y cwtiad aur Ewropeaidd a’r frân goesgoch ar y rhestr 
Werdd ar lefel y DU, mae’r cwtiad aur yn parhau i fod ar y rhestr 
Goch a’r frân goesgoch ar y rhestr Ambr yng Nghymru. 

•	Ar y cyfan, dirywiodd sefyllfa mwy o rywogaethau yng Nghymru 
yn hytrach na gwella ers yr asesiad diwethaf a gyhoeddwyd c c c Adar o Bryder Cadwraethol Cymru 
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Cymeradwyir gan:
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Tundra swan a Lapwing Black-headed gull Whitethroat a

White-fronted goose Ringed plover a Common gull Grasshopper warbler

Pochard Curlew Herring gull Starling

Velvet scoter Bar-tailed godwit Great black-backed gull Ring ouzel

Long-tailed duck a Knot a Turtle dove Spotted flycatcher

Red grouse Dunlin Cuckoo Pied flycatcher

Black grouse Common sandpiper a Short-eared owl Whinchat g

Grey partridge Redshank a Lesser spotted woodpecker Tree sparrow

Balearic shearwater Woodcock a Kestrel Yellow wagtail

Slavonian grebe a Puffin Merlin a Bullfinch

Hen harrier Little tern Willow tit Linnet

Corncrake Roseate tern Marsh tit Yellowhammer

Golden plover Arctic tern Wood warbler Corn bunting

Grey plover Kittiwake g Willow warbler  

Shelduck Shag g Jack snipe Long-tailed tit

Wigeon Bittern Snipe Dartford warbler

Teal Grey heron g Pomarine skua g Dipper

Mallard Spoonbill Arctic skua Fieldfare

Pintail Red-necked grebe Long-tailed skua Song thrush

Garganey Black-necked grebe Black guillemot Redwing

Shoveler Honey-buzzard Razorbill g Mistle thrush g

Greater scaup Red kite Guillemot Black redstart

Eider Marsh harrier Sandwich tern House sparrow

Common scoter Osprey Common tern r Grey wagtail g

Smew Coot g Little gull Tree pipit

Red-breasted merganser Avocet Lesser black-backed gull Meadow pipit

Quail Oystercatcher Long-eared owl Brambling g

Red-throated diver Dotterel g Nightjar Hawfinch

Black-throated diver Whimbrel Swift Greenfinch g

Great northern diver Black-tailed godwit Kingfisher Twite r

Fulmar g Ruddy turnstone Green woodpecker Lesser redpoll r

Sooty shearwater Ruff Chough Snow bunting

Manx shearwater Curlew sandpiper g Hooded crow Lapland bunting

Storm-petrel Sanderling Goldcrest Reed bunting

Leach’s storm-petrel Purple sandpiper g Firecrest

Gannet Green sandpiper g Bearded tit  

Cormorant Spotted redshank Skylark  

a – species on the Amber list previously (BoCCW2),  g – species on the Green list previously (BoCCW2)

BoCCW3 Red list

BoCCW3 Amber list
The UK is home to a diverse 
range of species and the 
conservation status of these 
species often varies across 
different regions. That’s why the 
UK’s leading bird conservation 
organisations have worked 
with Natural Resources Wales 
(NRW) to review the status of 
birds in Wales. This country 
review complements the recently 
published Birds of Conservation 
Concern 4, which covers the 
whole of the UK. 

Focusing at a Welsh level, the 
quantitative criteria assessed the 
historical and more recent trends 
in the population and range 
of each species, as well as its 
current population size, localised 
distribution and international 
importance. The UK, European 
and global conservation status 
of each species was also 
considered in the assessment. 

A total of 213 species were 
considered, compared to 247 
species at the UK level (this 
higher number includes species 
that are not established in 
Wales). Of those 213 species, 
there are 55 on the Red list, 89 
on the Amber list and 69 on 
the Green list. The Red list has 
grown by 12 since the last review 
in 2009, but three previously 
Red-listed species have been 
moved to the Amber list.

The figure on the previous page 
shows how the Red, Amber and 
Green lists have changed since 
the previous assessments in 
2002 and 2009 (BoCCW1 and 
BoCCW2), as well as comparing 
the same species with the 
current UK level (BoCCUK4).

The bird species that breed 
or overwinter in Wales were 
assessed against a set of 
objective criteria to be placed 
onto either the Green, Amber or 
Red list, indicating an increasing 
level of conservation concern.

The review used up-to-date 
information on the status of birds 
in Wales, the UK and elsewhere 
in their ranges, drawing on data 
collated through established bird 
monitoring schemes and citizen 
science initiatives. 

r – species on the Red list previously (BoCCW2),  g – species on the Green list previously (BoCCW2)

Adar o Bryder Cadwraethol Cymru 3 (AoBCC3)

Alarch y twndra aCornchwiglen y gogleddGwylan bendduLlwydfron cyffredin a

G∑ydd dalcen-wen fwyafCwtiad torchog aGwylan y gweunyddTroellwr bach cyffredin

Hwyaden bengoch gyffredin Gylfinir EwrasaiddGwylan y penwaigDrudwen gyffredin

Môr-hwyaden y GogleddRhostog gynffonfraithGwylan gefnddu fwyafMwyalchen y mynydd

Hwyaden gynffon-hir aPibydd coch yr aber aTurtur EwropeaiddGwybedog mannog

Grugiar gochPibydd y mawn Cog gyffredinGwybedog brith

Grugiar ddu Pibydd y dorlan cyffredin aTylluan glustiogCrec yr eithin g

Petrisen Pibydd coesgoch cyffredin aCnocell fraith leiafGolfan y mynydd Ewrasaidd

Aderyn drycin Balearic Cyffylog Ewrasaidd aCudyll coch cyffredinSiglen felen

Gwyach gorniog aPâl yr Atlantig Cudyll bach aCoch y berllan cyffredin

Boda tinwyn Môr-wennol fechan Titw’r helygLlinos gyffredin

Rhegen yr ≈dMôr-wennol wridog Titw’r gorsBras melyn

Cwtiad aur Ewropeaidd Môr-wennol y Gogledd Telor y coedBras yr ≈d
Cwtiad llwyd Gwylan goesddu gTelor yr helyg

Hwyaden yr eithin gyffredin Mulfran werdd Ewropeaidd gGïach bachTitw cynffon-hir

Chwiwell Ewrasaidd Aderyn y bwn mawrGïach cyffredinTelor Dartford

Corhwyaden Ewrasaidd Crëyr glas gSgiwen fach gBronwen y d∑r
Hwyaden wyllt Llwybig EwrasaiddSgiwen y GogleddSocan eira

Hwyaden lostfain y gogleddGwyach yddfgochSgiwen lostfainBronfraith

Hwyaden addfain Gwyach yddfdduGwylog duCoch dan adain

Hwyaden lydanbig  
y Gogledd 

Boda’r mêl EwropeaiddLlurs gBrych y coed g

Hwyaden benddu fwyaf BarcudGwylog gyffredinTingoch du

Hwyaden fwythblu gyffredin Boda’r gwerni EwrasaiddMôr-wennol bigdduAderyn y to

Môr-hwyaden dduGwalch y pysgodMôr-wennol gyffredin rSiglen lwyd g

Lleian wenCotiar gyffredin gGwylan fechanCorhedydd y coed

Hwyaden frongochCambig brithGwylan gefnddu leiafCorhedydd y waun

Sofliar gyffredin Pioden y môr EwrasaiddTylluan gorniogPinc y mynydd g

Trochydd gyddfgoch
Hutan y mynydd  
Ewrasaidd gTroellwr mawr EwropeaiddGylfinbraff

Trochydd gyddfdduCoegylfinirGwennol ddu gyffredinLlinos werdd Ewropeaidd g

Trochydd mawr y Gogledd Rhostog gynffondduGlas y dorlan cyffredinLlinos y mynydd r

Aderyn drycin y graig y 
Gogledd g Cwtiad y traeth cochCnocell werddLlinos bengoch leiaf r

Aderyn drycin duPibydd torchogBrân big-gochBras yr eira

Aderyn drycin ManawPibydd cambig gBrân lwydBras y Lapdir

Pedryn drycin EwropeaiddPibydd y traethDryw eurbenBras y cyrs

Pedryn cynffon-fforchogPibydd du gDryw penfflamgoch

Hugan y GogleddPibydd gwyrdd gTitw barfog 

Mulfran fawrPibydd coesgoch mannogEhedydd 

a – rhywogaethau ar y rhestr Ambr cyn hynny (AoBCC2),  g – rhywogaethau ar y rhestr Werdd cyn hynny (AoBCC2)

Rhestr Goch AoBCC3

Rhestr Ambr AoBCC3 
Mae’r DU yn gartref i ystod 
amrywiol o fywyd gwyllt a’u 
cynefinoedd. O ganlyniad,  
fe all poblogaethau gwahanol 
rywogaethau neu grwpiau 
o rywogaethau ddangos 
tueddiadau gwahanol ledled 
gwahanol ranbarthau.  
Oherwydd yr amrywiaeth 
hwn mae prif gyrff cadwraeth 
adar y DU wedi cydweithio 
gyda Chyfoeth Naturiol Cymru 
(CNC) i adolygu sefyllfa adar 
yng Nghymru. Mae’r adolygiad 
gwladol hyn yn cyflenwi 
adroddiad diweddar Adar o 

Bryder Cadwraethol 4, sy’n 
ymdrin â’r DU i gyd.  

Aseswyd y rhywogaethau o 
adar sy’n nythu neu’n gaeafu 
yng Nghymru yn erbyn cyfres o 
feini prawf gwrthrychol ar gyfer 
eu gosod ar un ai’r ‘Coch’, yr 
‘Ambr’ neu’r ‘Gwyrdd’, i nodi’r 
lefel o flaenoriaeth gadwraethol 
ar gyfer y poblogaethau hynny.
Yn yr adolygiad defnyddiwyd 
yr wybodaeth ddiweddaraf ar 
sefyllfa adar yng Nghymru,  
y DU a mannau eraill lle’u gwelir, 
gan ddefnyddio data a gasglwyd 

r – rhywogaethau ar y rhestr Goch cyn hynny (AoBCC2),  g – rhywogaethau ar y rhestr Werdd cyn hynny (AoBCC2)

drwy gyfrwng cynlluniau monitro 
adar sefydledig a mentrau 
gwyddonol preswylwyr. 

Gan ganolbwyntio ar lefel Gymreig 
ac wrth ddefnyddio’r meini prawf 
gwrthrychol, aseswyd y 
tueddiadau hanesyddol a 
thueddiadau mwy diweddar 
mewn poblogaethau a dosbarthiad, 
maint presennol y boblogaeth, a 
dosbarthiad lleol a phwysigrwydd 
rhyngwladol. Ystyriwyd pob 
rhywogaeth yn ogystal â’u statws 
cadwraeth yn y DU, o fewn Ewrop 
ac yn fyd-eang fel rhan o’r asesiad.

Ystyriwyd cyfanswm o 213 
rhywogaeth (ystyriwyd 247 ar 
lefel y DU yn AoBC4, yn cynnwys 
rhywogaethau nad ydyn nhw wedi 
sefydlu yng Nghymru). O’r 213 
rhywogaeth yma, mae 55 ar y 
rhestr Goch, 89 ar y rhestr Ambr, 
a 69 ar y rhestr Werdd. Mae’r 
rhestr Goch wedi cynyddu o 
12 ers yr adolygiad diwethaf yn 
2009, ond mae tair rhywogaeth 
oedd cyn hynny ar y rhestr Goch 
wedi symud i’r rhestr Ambr.

Dengys y ffigwr ar y dudalen 
flaenorol sut mae’r rhestrau Coch, 
Ambr a Gwyrdd wedi newid ers 
yr asesiadau cynt a gyhoeddwyd 
yn 2002 ac 2009 (AoBCC1 a 
AoBCC2) yn ogystal â chymharu’r 
un rhywogaethau gyda’r lefel 
bresennol yn y DU (AoBC4).

BoCCW1 
(2002)

BoCCW2 
(2009)

BoCCW3 
(2016)

BoCC4(UK) 
(2015)
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