
 

  

 

The RSPB is part of BirdLife International, 
a partnership of conservation organisations 
working to give nature a home around the world. 

RSPB England Headquarters 

First Floor 

One Cornwall Street 

Birmingham 

B3 2JN 

Tel: 01767 693777 

Facebook: RSPBLoveNature 

Twitter: @Natures_Voice 

rspb.org.uk 

Patron: Her Majesty the Queen       Chairman of Council: Kevin Cox       President: Miranda Krestovnikoff                  
Chairman, Committee for England: Victoria Chester       Director, RSPB England: Emma Marsh 
The Royal Society for the Protection of Birds (RSPB) is a registered charity: England and Wales no. 207076, Scotland no. SC037654 

Registered address: The Lodge, Potton Road, Sandy, Bedfordshire, SG19 2DL 

Thursday 4th February 2021 
Re: A manifesto for nature, people, and a green recovery from the coronavirus crisis 

 
Dear Mayor Sadiq Khan,   
 
I am writing to you as the RSPB’s England Director in recognition of the important role that metro mayors 

play in leading the economic recovery in their regions, and as advocates for stronger and greener policies 

and legislation at a local and national level. As you consider your manifesto intentions ahead of this 

upcoming election, I wanted to make you aware of the current state of our environment, and the urgency 

to protect and enhance our green spaces and local wildlife. 

 

The planet is in the midst of a global climate and nature emergency and the UK is no exception.  A 2019 

report on the State of Nature in Great Britain highlighted that of the 7,615 species found in England that 

were assessed, 13% are currently threatened with extinction. We also know that only 14% of our waterways 

are in good ecological condition, important habitats are becoming increasingly fragmented, and protected 

sites continue to be mismanaged. We therefore urge you to seize this moment to set out your commitment 

to tackle some of these environmental challenges across Greater London at a time when the importance 

of nature to people and the urgent need to take action to address the global climate and environmental 

emergencies has never been clearer.  

 
Despite the significant challenges we face, we also know that there is overwhelming public support for 

nature to be protected and enhanced in our recovery from the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic. The 

results of YouGov research set out in our Recovering Together report1 highlight that the ability to access 

nature close to home has been seen by many as vital during the lockdown. However, the survey also 

highlights inequalities in access to nature between households with the highest and lowest incomes, and 

between urban and rural areas, suggesting that the impacts of the virus have not fallen equally across 

society. The results of the survey revealed overwhelming support for recovery plans to include action to 

increase accessible nature-rich greenspace, with 89% of respondents across London agreeing that doing so 

will improve people's general health, well-being, and happiness. In addition, 79% of those surveyed strongly 

opposed the idea of governments reducing spending on nature in the UK. Nature is important to us, as is 

access to it; and we therefore cannot ignore this call for nature to be placed at the heart of decision-making 

both at the local and national level.  

 
Metro mayors thus have an important role to play in developing ambitious plans for their regions, 

advocating for greener policies both locally and nationally. It is now widely accepted that protecting and 

enhancing the environment can benefit the economy, create employment, and have far-reaching positive 

impacts on people’s health & wellbeing. The RSPB are therefore calling on you to consider nature as part 

of your manifesto intentions, by placing ambitious targets for protecting and increasing nature and natural 

greenspace at the heart of your plans. In doing so you will strengthen the resilience, health, wellbeing and 

prosperity of your constituents, whilst simultaneously delivering action that will benefit nature and the 

climate.  

 
1 https://www.rspb.org.uk/globalassets/downloads/recovering-together-report/recovering-together-report_nature-and-green-
recovery_rspbyougov_june-2020.pdf 



 

 
We ask that you prioritise nature and nature-rich, local greenspace by publicly setting out your ambitions 
to recover nature; and we are ready to work with you to develop ambitious programmes of action. Below 
we set out the actions that we believe the newly elected metro mayor for the Greater London Combined 
Authority should take in order to respond to the climate and environmental crises, whilst at the same 
time providing desirable places to live for local communities.   
 

• Following the declaration of London as a National Park City, we would like a commitment to 

enhance and strengthen the protection of London’s sites of importance for nature conservation 

(SINCS); facilitated through robust planning policy and the development of an ecologically 

coherent nature recovery network; 

 

• A commitment to a zero-carbon transport sector by 2030 by promoting active travel through 

investment in green transport infrastructure such as cycle routes and footpaths to make cycling 

and walking both safe and enjoyable; and a reduction in water leakage, demand, and pollution 

incidents by working collaboratively with Thames Water and the Environment Agency;  

 

• Declaration of an ecological emergency and recognition of the role that nature and nature- 

based solutions play in helping us to mitigate and adapt to climate change; including investment 

in these solutions. Creation of a deputy mayor role with sole responsibility to address the 

climate and ecological crises, and promote cross-departmental buy-in to ensure that the climate 

and environmental impacts are considered in all decision-making.  

 

• Increasing the amount and quality of accessible nature-rich greenspace, prioritising areas where 

there are large numbers of families that are on lower than the average national income, and 

ensuring green space is accessible to people from every background. 

 

• A commitment to support local businesses, local authorities and local communities to end the 

urban use of herbicides and other pesticides across the Greater London area within three years. 

 
We would like to invite you and/or your team to a virtual meeting with us to explore our asks and discuss 
how we can support you in addressing the ecological and climate crises.  To discuss this further please 
contact natalie.lebrun @rspb.org.uk. 
 
Yours sincerely  
 

 
Emma Marsh 
Director, RSPB England 
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